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The real estate market s active; prim show an upward
tendency because good property is being rapidly -bought up by
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HAWAIP'S RCAD T COMMERCE POINTEDOUTBY
E, E. PAXTON; PANAMA CANAL AND Hl]Nl]LIJlU
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iTh:s Port the Loglcal Focus. otl

World He Says

Bv ELMER E. PAXTON i
Chairman Chamber of Commerce|
Committee on Harbors, Shipping|
and Transportation.

]
(In Hawaii edition of 8. F. Call.) |

The Panama canal—the severanc:
| of two great continents and (he
{ vnion of two mighty oceans whose
| shoress mark the world's greatest
lempires——wi!l soon be a realily.
| American history will justly claim
{ this work as the greatest engineer
| ing achievement of modern times, (o
endure for 2ll ages. Although built
{ primarily for the national defense, in|
the vears Lo come it may be a high-
way of universal peace, through
{which an internatiohal - commerce
will be developed, binding the na
tions of the East and the Wesl to-
gether in a strength of commercia'
amity hithertor impessible and un-
known. -

It has been said that the Pacific
ccean, with its shores and islands,
theater of the
world's greatest commercial activity.
The possibilities of awakened China,
the growing world power of Japan,
the vast undeveloped resources of
Western America, in conjunction with
the cpenfng of the great waterway,
certainly point to an ocean commerce
of colossal proportions in ‘compari-
son with the present day traffic.

Four thousand six hundred miles
westward from Pahama li¢ the Ha-
walian islands, the “Crossrogds cfthe
Pacific” and America’s greatest fu
ture naval base., These islands are
unique in their location with relation

scenic attractions and in: their ma-
terial resources, considering limited
area and population. The opening of
the canal is therefore a matter of the
keenest interest to every one in Ha
waili who has a feeling of patriotic
pride in great national achievements,
who rellezes the important part these
jelands will play in the pational de
fense, and who looks forward to the
great commercial and ‘material bene-
fits which will accrue to the Terti-
tory der, vum improved trunspor-
tation ities.
lmpuunu to Navy.

“The ijwportange of the island of
Oum &s a great fortified naval base
wm be ma.ur inereased by the open-

gums up ° iithﬂon as tnllows: '

“The Importance of Homolulu as a
naval base has been so well recog
nized by theose in authority, as  is
shown byethe liberal a.ppropriuions
which have been made by Congress
for the development of this statiom,
that it is not .necessary to say any
more on the subject except in so far
a8 the strategic position of Honolulu
is affected by the opening of the Pa-
nama Canal.

“Its situation will then be not far
from the liné of communication «be-
tween the camal and China and Ja-
pan. One of our fleets coming out
from the Atlantic through the canal
for operations in the Paecific would
probably make its first step here for
final preparations. The stock of coal,
ammunition and supplies of all kinds
would th be kept at the max-
imum, as, whether going or return
ing, the fleet would naturally make
this station its principal resort for
replenishing or for repair. It would

merce destroyers and submarines. It
also offers great opportunities as a
rendezvous for reinforcement to the
personnel of a fleet engaged in Chi-
nese waters; that is, . a rendezvous
most secure and convemient. It may
also be noted that with strong de-
fenslve batteries a fleet or its com-
ponent parts could mot be well con-
fined in port, as opportunities for i's
¢scape from a blockading fleet would
be excellent. The same conditions
would offer it as a fine field for op-
erations of submarines and destroy-
ers against a hostile fleet. In fact
almost in the proportion as the open-
ing of the canal would increase the
efficlency of the fleet it would in
crease the importance of Honolulu as
a naval base.”

The temperature and healthful cli
mate of the islands and their free
dom from typhoons and tropical
storms in general adds not only to
the safety of the fleet, but to the
| comfort and -welfare of the thousands
iof men who will be stationed there,
lin both the naval and military
| branches of ,the service.
| Hawaii now exports annually $46,
[ $00,000 worth of products to the main-
| land of the I'nited States; about
,l.hl‘Ee-l’lﬂlls of which goes to the Ai-
lantic seaboéard. Practicallv all of
,Ihi-s freight is now transported by
steamer to ‘Sanila Craz, Mex., thence
by rail across the isthmus of ;,Tehuan-
tepec, and then again by steamer {o
destination. *While this route is a
great improvement over the long and
tncertain voyage around Cape Horu.
or the expensive’ route overland, the
la;ge amount of storage and rehand-
| ling across Mexico will be eliminated
!uhen the all-water route is opened
_thrnugh the canal. This will mean
quicker delivery, less waste, more
‘| steamer lines and consequently Io“eru
| Tates of freight

Hawail is absolutely dependent up~
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eachbotx b .

e s [ =
B W, B oo

|ing the American flag shall

riage of her products and passengers’

and from

0 the Territory that all vessels [ly-/
be ac-
corded the privileges of the canal,

and that free tolls shall be gran!ed’

to all vessels engaged in the ccast
wise trage.

Not omly will such policy effoct a2
saving of at least a quarter of a mi!
lion dollars annually to the Terri
tory, but it would tend to give Ha-|
waill what she badly meeds—addition-
al facilities for passenger travel. The,

restriciions of the coastwise laws on |
passenger travel have borne heavily|
retarded |

and have
but,

on the islands

their development; with free

passage through the canal for Amer-|
proposeg |

ican wvessels and with the
additional local steamers, the burden
would be lifted and the Hawaiian
islands will epter upon a new era of
commercial developyment.

Hawaii's destiny is stronegly linke~
with that of the Pacific Coast. The
islands draw mest of their supplies
from San Francisco and Seattle, to
which will doubtless be added in
time, Los Angeles and San Diego.
San Francisco has furnished nearly
all of the outside capital invested iu
the island. industries up to the pres
ent time; on the other hand, the Ter

tory west of the Rocky Mountains
is the natural market for Hawali's
two principal crops—sugar and pine
apples. Whalever increases the pop
ulation increases the consumption of
those products, and there can be ng
question -as to the influence the canal
will exert in opening up the *vast, un-
developed resources of California and
her sister States. It is, therefore,
only fitting and proper_ that the open
ing of the: waterway shall be com-
memorated at San Francisco. by the
greatest industrial exposition the
world has ever seem, and to which
Hawali will contribute her full share.

The long distance from the islands
to the world's markets has hitherto
confined their agricultural activitiés
to the one great . staple—sugar—to
which has been.  added the canned
pineapple industry- during the las{
faw ' The, development of tour-
ist travel, supplies for the naval and
military posts, and the demands of

an_increasing popalation will call in
to: existence 3 number of small ans

divunﬂ!ed indu and the settle-

| ment ‘and cultfvation of Jands m-

sulted for the staple products, which
now await the hand of the industri
ous, bona fide tome seeker. A
shorter; and cheaper' route lo the
. mannfacturing centers of the  East
+| will' doubtless - emncourage the cultiva-
tion -of tobaceo, ..sisal, cotton and
other temi&miu.l ‘products_ now
more ‘or less in -the experimental
stage.

. Hawalii's greatest problem is now
and ever has been that of labor—uo
merely efficiént workers in the cane
fields, but a laboring class ellgible
and desirable for" American citizen
ship. Long experience has prove:d
that the Latin races from the south
of Europe adaptisthemselves most
readily to conditions in the islands
Although many of these people onh
arrival are illiterate, they are sturdy
and industrious, and under the lib
eral public school system of the Ter
ritory one or two generations make
of them good, intelligent citizens ané
nseful members of the community
life of the islands. The long distance
around Oape Horn,~om the one hand
and the difficulty of transporting im
migrants across.the mainland, on the
other, present almhost insurmountable
obstacleg in b ng these immi-
granis to Hawaii. \ The distance from
Gibraltar via Cape rn to the isl
ands is more than 12,000 miles, an:
with the best medical inspection anc
care that can be provided sicknes:
and suffering are inevitable durins
the long unbroken voyase.
Trans-Pacific Routes.

Within the last six years,:the Ter
ritorial Board of Immigration has ex
pended three-quarters of a millios
dollars in the tramsportation of immi
grants from Portugal, Spain, the
Azores and Madeira islands to Ha-
waii. Notwithstanding the large
amount, it has been fully justified in
added labor supply, and in the Amer
icanizing influence brought about by
the ready assimilation of these races.
After the completion of the canai
the distance will be reduced at leasi
cne-third, which will more than pro
portionately reduce "the expensge and
hardships' attendant upon the preseni
route. The steamship lines which
now run reguiarly from the Mediler
ranean to Mexican ports may be ex
tended westward through the canal,
affording facilities for a steady
streamn of immigration from the
countries above named.

There is much speculation as

i the effect the Panama canal will ha\e

on international commerce. Whelher,
any large amount of traffic between|
Europe and the Far East will be di
verted from the Suez to the Panama|
will doubtless depend to some exten
on the tolls which are levied on for
eign ships and the facilities for pro-
curing fuel and other supplies on the!
new route. Although experts widely
differ in their sprmises with regard|
to European commerce, they are

distance will encourage an enormous|
traffic between the east and west
coasts of
and also between
|and the Orient.

Following are comparative dls-
tan('eb with Panama and Yokohama
(the nearest Asiatic port) as object-
ive points:

the Atlantic

Miles. Miles

Panama to Yokohama, via
great cirele

Panama to Honelulu 4 685

.9,094

Totll via Honolulu -

’ iy ¥ |
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L aliatli I Oall _sid &

the mainland. It is,/
thérefore, of the greatest lmportam‘el

 Trade from All Over the i

agreed that the great curtailment ol ;| measure that may be hoped to put an

North and’ South America|
Poahti

1T00TH

T.c;;?."

l(m American sh!ppms: for the (arrban Franciseo to- Yako-

hamra via great circle..4,i36

Teotal via San Francisco ——
Panawa to San Francisco.3.246
San- Fran. to Honolulu... 2,070
| Henolulu to Yokoha:na . .3,394

Total via San F

and Honoluln

It i= obvious fréom the above that,
merely from- the standpoint of dis-|
fance,
' Panama and the Orient is via San

Francisco and the great route, pass- J

ing some 1,500 miies north of Hono-|
lulu. The excess distance, however
i= onlv 297 miles via Honolulu and,
928 miles via both San Francisco and!
Honolulu. Notwithstanding the ad-|
ditional distance, the logical and
{ commercial route will be via Pacific
Coast ports and the Hawalian isl-
ands. The same reasons which make
Honolulu a half way station, for the
existing steamer lines between San
| Francisco, Asia and Australia will
|also apply to the commerce of those
| countries via the canal. The imag-|
inary great circle route stretches
across a vast unbrokén expanse of
ocean, traversing in its course the
cold and dreary latitudes  of the
North Pacific. No sane person would
take such a route in preference.to
the somewhat longer voyage via the
islands, over calmer seas and through
softer climes.
Honeolulu Will Be Rendezvous. '
As the distance from Honolulu to
Yokohama fs about 2100 miles short-
er than from San Frdnciseo to Yoko-
hama direct, a large steamer, by re-
plenishing fuel and other supplies at
Henolulu can carry several hundred
tons more cargo on the through voy-
age. The, paths of océan commerce
lead to points where freight is to be
secured and where passengers wish
to go. The greater the number of
ports visiled 'en royte, the more op-
portunities there are for developing
permanent traffic. The conclusion is
therefore inevitable that Hawall
must be the rendezvous for tramp
steamers and sailing vessels carrying
full cargces wifich would probably

destination.

No other point in- mid-Pacific can
begin td offer the facilities which
other island ports for decking steam-
supplies. Large sums are spent
by the Federal government the im-
provement of Honolulu, Hilp and]
Kahului harbors, while' the Terri-
tory is now eugaged in the
construction of itional | wharves
at  Honolulu and Hile.. Further
more, the Navy
tonflection wilh its great works al
Pearl Harbor is constructing a 1,000
drydock, which will be available and
amply - sufficient to handle the lars

the Pacifie.
The steady growth of tourist{iravel
to the islands during thé last several

tractions they have te offer. Wlth
the opening of the canal jt is likely
that excursion steamers, similag to}
the Cleveland, will mske winter
cruises fram the West Tadies through
the canal, along the California coast,{
thence westward  via the Hawallan
Islandd. .

With a semi-tropical climate, tem-
pered by the ever-blowing trades to
a perpetual spring, stupendous moun-
tain scenery, the greatest extinct and
living volcanoes, a great military spd

naval base, all combined “with every
comfort and luxury provided modﬁlu
civilization, Hawaii Js “to be-
come the center of ttm @'
trans-Pacific ‘travel, as's land of
pleasure, rest and--fecreatibm”

M’NAB IS DRAFTING
A NEW OPIUM LAW

District Attorney's Proposed
Bill to Provlde for the Fining
of the Steamship Coinpanies

SAN FRANCIECO, August 25.—Be-
lieving that the present Government
gtatute providing fines for the cap-
tains of veisels whereon opium i$
found is insufficient and inadequate
cause any halt in the activities of
drug smmgglers, United States District
Attorney John L. McNab is working
upon a new law which he will ask
the Treasury Department to sanctio=.”

The statute »icNab proposes, if
made effective, will impose a fine
equal to the market product of the
gmuggied drug not upon-the captain,
but upon the steamship company oper-
ating the vessel. The finding of opium
{aboard the ship, the statute proposes,

| will be prima facie evidence of negh-|

{gence on the part of the steamship
ifompan} and thke fine may be impos-

the theoretical route between|f§.

take the shortest possible mute to|

will be afforded at Houeolulu and|.
ers -and ‘replenishing fuel and other|
Department iu}

est vessels that are likely to fioat in|f

yvears in itself attests the unusual at-}

(M %

ed at once,
| “The present statute is having nn{
Jeffef*t upon the opium traffic what- |
mer sald \IL'\ah yeésterday. Thef

! refuse to pay their |
1ﬁ1|es and li(lgatlon is the result. The ;
|statute I will atk the Treasury De- |
| partment to sanction will place tae |
 burden of the responsibility where is |
'bp?ongs—upon the steamship company
| itself. Such a law will be the only

|end to the storing of immense qudnti-
| ties of opium aboard a vessel to Le
i sruuggled ashore upon the ship's

\
|
|
1

{rival in San Francisco.”
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